GTAS launch extends the role of certification higher up the food chain and well beyond the farm gate

The GAFTA trade assurance scheme, GTAS, has arrived and aims to cover all the steps from the farm to the final end user in the country of destination.

This global scheme - the first one of its kind - is designed for all companies which operate in the domestic and international grain and feed trades. It aims to strengthen consumer confidence in the handling and delivery of safe food and feed.

Bill Young is the Central Operations Manager for CMi. He says: “GTAS is a much-needed alternative in the marketplace and takes assurance that bit further, which is incredibly important in today’s global market places.

“It also means that farmers whose combinable crops, produce or livestock enterprises? are already audited by CMi can now add in commercial grain stores, laboratories or grain lorries, if required.
As Bill says, “GTAS can be dovetailed into other schemes, which makes sense in reducing time, costs, and the number of people visiting your farm, cutting out the overlap which obviously occurs when several different audits are involved.

Alec Wilkinson farms 3000 acres on a Share Farming Agreement at Barnard Gate in Witney and is the first to be audited under the GTAS scheme.

“It’s important not only that my crops are fully assured, which they are through CMI, but that my haulage business has these assurances too, if I am to trade to the best standards in the future.

“It’s a natural progression really and it shows that assurance schemes will continue to play a key role in securing business in the future throughout the world. 

“Grain is global and I don’t want any restrictions on where I can trade. Assurance schemes are certainly not going to go away,” says Mr Wilkinson, who has two of his own trucks to haul all the combinable crops from his own farms.

“And having CMi to carry out the audit helps me through the whole process. It involves so much regulation and form filling, but you need to have it if you are committed to the industry. CMi provide an effective, recognised accredited business but remain farmer friendly because they understand my business.

“There’s no getting away from it,” says Mr Wilkinson “so the sooner you get on with it the better. It’s one less thing to do.”

Notes to editors: CMi Certification – specialising in the certification of recognised industry standards operating in the national and international agriculture, fresh produce and food processing industries; and the development of bespoke certification schemes and related services for multi-national food and agriculture companies and industry bodies.

For further information on GTAS please contact Paul Adams at CMi on 0788 1952016 or Jeremy Smith at GAFTA on 020 7814 9666.

Please check out www.cmi-plc.com and www.gafta.com

Ends-

